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FISH BONE ADDS SHINE TO PONDURU KHADI

Srikakulam: Among all the varieties of khadi in the nation,
Ponduru does not need special mention. No less a person than
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was attracted to the
charms of these cottons.Offered to former president of America,
Bill Clinton as a gift, and ordered by veteran cine actor Akkineni
Nageswar Rao with a special indent, Ponduru Khadi is well
known forits shine and sheen.

One would be surprised to know that the one most important
factor that is responsible for the quality of these handlooms is
none other thanafish bone. Itis used to clean the cotton, giving it
a particular shine that is not lost even after the whole process of
weaving.

[t can be said of the handloom workers here that they are highly
skilled in spinning colourful threads from a special variety of
cotton and weave quality cloth. Thousands of them depend on
thislucrative industry.

In the nine-phased ritual starting from cleaning the cotton to
making the threads, the use of the fish bone in cleaning is said to
be the main reason for the quality of the cloth. Fish bone is what
turns the cotton to soft and silky, itis said. But notany type of fish
boneis used for the cleaning.

The upper and lower jaws of the Valugu sea fish is removed and
the resulting bone is thoroughly cleaned. Then it is dried in the
sun. [t is broken into four pieces, before being used as the tool to
clean the cotton. To hold it conveniently it is tied to a stick and
placed in such amanner so thatitdoes notmove.

Then it is used to remove the cotton from the seed and cleaned.
With this cotton is notonly cleaned thoroughly italso getsa shine
thatdoesnotfade.

The national standard 100 count fine khadi that is exported from
here isthe product of this rather inconspicuous fish bone, say the
weavers. Ponduru khadi stands out proudly among the 2,000
and odd certified khadi centres in the country. Despite
substantive orders, they are unable to meet the targeted exports
because of the shortage of this fish bone, the handloom workers
revealed.

Earlier, they used to get this fish bone from Eluru and
Dowaleswaram. But because the particular fish is not available
now in these areas, they are going all the way to Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack regions in Odisha district, they said. They used to
purchase it for Rs 20 each. But now it costs anywhere between Rs
50 to Rs 100. They used other methods of cleaning for some time
due to shortage of this fish bone. As there was a difference in the
quality, they stopped these methods.

Notably, for the kinds of cotton available in Srikakulam district
like the Kondapathi, Unasapathi and Yerrapathi, only this fish
boneissuitable for cleaning.
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Hence it is being preserved carefully and used as an important
tool. Among the 40 villages under the Ponduru Khadi Society,
some 1500 women who are involved in cleaning the cotton use
the fish bone, stressing on the importance of this tool.

- Allamsetti Kesava Rao
HYDERABAD UNIT NEWS

The Executive Committee meeting of the Unit was held on
02/08/2015 at Hotel Parklane, Secunderabad and all the
members are attended with the families. Sri. Jallepalli
Muralidhara Rao, President explained that all the members
residing in the city should tome forward and participate in all the
activities of our Sangham. Sri. Allamsetti Kesavarao, Secretary,
explained to take steps to strengthen the sangham financially
and also explained that the PICNIC will be conducted on
29/11/2015 at Shilparamam, Hi-Tech City Hyderabad. Most of
the members are suggested to conduct the vivahaparichaya
vedika on the same day and itis decided to conduct the same on
picnic day. The meeting was concluded with vote of thanks by
Sri. P. Hemasekha.

- Madugula Hari, Treasurer

ALLAMSETTI PAPARAO CHARITABLE TRUST,
HYDERABAD

We are happy to inform you that this year nearly 70 applications
for Scholarship were received till 31/8/2015 and receiving calls
from most of the students to give some more time to send their
applications. Considering the request of most of the Sanghams
we hereby extended the dateto 30/09/2015.

-Managing Trustee.

APPEAL

Our Akhila Bharatha Pattusali Samkshema Sangham is
publishing Monthly news paper 'PATTU JYOTHI” since 1998.
All activities undertaken in all the states by our kulabandu's are
reaching every nook and corner and helping to undertake more
such services as constructing our community halls, conducting
health camps, granting scholarships to poor and meritorious
students. Every month we are sending 1500 copies of
Pattujyothi across the country to all our kulabadu's and to all
sanghm units. The Treasurer of Hyderabad Unit, Sri. Madugula
Hari, is reporting city news through facebook “Pattusali Hyd
unit”.

We request our Sangham Secretaries to send their views and
news, their addresses and phone numbers before the end of
every month and strengthen our hands to build healthy and
strong Sangham.

-Chief Editor
DHARMAVARAM SAREES

From past 120 years these are used by the people. There are
1500 silk houses and one lakh looms. Saree cost ranges from
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2000 to 1 lakh with usual price value at 8000 will mostly
prefered by the people. Coming to types we can design the sarees
by using kundans, chamkies, stones and also opposite colours.
Most preferable. Depending on the saree design the cost will
increase. We can find Dharmavaram sarrees for any cost.

We can find any types of designs. One laksh members came from
delhi to design. We can find number of colours mainly yellow
maroon combinations. These colours are mostly prefarable for
marriages. Write agood description

“nuvvu pattu saree kadithe putthadi bomma danyamavunu
kachitanga pattupurugu janma. Aggipeteelo patte antha saree
nesindi kuda dmm lone. 50 lakhs petti samba movie lo
venkateswara swamy kosam nesindi chupincharu. Chiina pillalu
pattu pavadala nunchi musali vallu kuda dharmavaram pattu
chiraluistapadatharu”.

Dharmavaram a small town of rich handloom cluster situated in
the District of Anantapur of Rayalaseema region in A.P. Amongst

Date of Publishing : 06-09-15
Date of Posting  : 07-09-15

the silk weaves the Dharmavaram silk sarees are famous. Broad
solid colours borders with contrast pallou woven with brocaded
gold patterns are the coveted wedding sarees. Simpler patterns
for every day use have the specialty of being woven in two
colours which give an effect of muted double shades accentuated
by the solid colour border and pallove. Though the
Dharmavaram sarees are some what similar to Kanchipuram
sarees of Tamilnadu, yet the muted colours, the double shades
create a total different effect.

- Chief Editor

APPEAL
We appeal to all the community members to give donations
generously to our Sangham to do more activities. The
donations can be made by DD / Cheque in favour of AKHILA
BHARATHA PATTUSALI SAMKSHEMA SANGHAM payable at
Hyderabad to the following address: ABPSS, G-4, Diamond
Towers, S.D.Road, Secunderabad - 500003

Thumkunta Village, Karimnagar Main Road,

Shameerpet Mandal, R.R. Dist.-500 078. A.P. India.
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% Awarded Best Resort In Andhra Pradesh

% Awarded Most Eco-Friendly Resort In Andhra Pradesh
# Awarded Most Famous Resort In Andhra Pradesh

% 6 Times 1st Prize In Horticulture
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